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ARABIC VS ENGLISH: MOTHER TONGUE WE ARE RECRUITING
THREATENED BY LANGUAGE GLOBALIZATION | we are tooking for

By Athoob Al-Shuaibi

KUWAIT: A rapid wave of change is necrotizing the Arabic language,
as its rich and beautiful vocabulary is under the threat of the influence
of English. Although there are no statistics about the number of peo-
ple who have abandoned their mother tongue, there certainly is a
global trend towards the adoption of English in everyday conversa-
tions, education and business. This abandonment of the mother lan-
guage in favor of English is not limited to Arabic speakers. It is happen-
ing globally in almost all countries of the world.

Bringing people together
Language was invented by our ancestors millions of years ago to sup-
port them in transmitting ideas between each other. With about 8,000
languages around the world, it helps bring people together, and is
considered a type of protection from ideas from those who speak dif-
ferent languages.

As a cultural tool, language helped develop the first human inven-
tions. Therefore, it has been improved to accommodate more concep-
tions. It is a changing tool to keep up with man’s present needs. The
power of language is linked to the prosperity a person can provide to
mankind. Therefore, weaker languages diminish with time, while the
language of industry, luxury and science becomes the prevailing one.
The changing process of speech has been a continuous one. Thus, it is
a misnomer to call it a problem, and maybe the right thing is to face it
with an open mind.

“Once upon a time, specifically during the reign of the Abbasids and
Umayyads, classical Arabic was the most powerful language in the
world,” said Hayat Al-Yagout, Founder and Editor-in-Chief of Nashiri, a
non-profit e-publishing house. “People who converted to Islam at that
time needed to learn the language not only to understand the religion,
but because the Islamic state was the exporter of inventions, scientists
and philosophers. It was the cool language that everyone desired to
learn”

Endangered generation

So why call to safeguard language if change and development are
mainstream? How bizarre is the thought of robbing the identity of a
whole community simply by speaking in a different language? Yaqout
believes future Arab generations are endangered if they grow up not
knowing classical Arabic. They need it because, from her point of view,
dialect is poor of powerful vocabulary. “Language is a thinking tool;
without a strong Arabic language, they won't be able to keep and live
with the values that come with it. Every language brings its own val-
ues. Therefore, the future generations will forget their origins and their
Arab identity,” Yagout told Kuwait Times.

But roaming in shopping centers, one might overhear parents
speaking most of the time in English with their children. Also, English
has become a requirement to hiring a domestic worker or nanny.
Generally, using this language in daily conversations between youths
and children is no longer limited to private school goers.

It is clear and obvious
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that led to weakness in their Arabic spoken or written skills,” he added.
When Abal asks students which subjects they detest the most, the
immediate response is Arabic and Islamic studies. He said the majority
of Arabic and Islamic teachers are bitter or harsh with their students,
and their teaching style is primitive. “They teach them how to receive
it, not how to use it. | don’t blame them for choosing English. The child
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